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• Two pathways in science at GCSE - combined and separate.
• The pathway is chosen by teachers not by students

• At the end of yr 9, you were notified of whether your child would be studying 
separate or combined science in yr 10.

• Exam Board: AQA

• Combined Science – AQA Triology.
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Separate vs Combined
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Separate Combined

What do you study? Biology, chemistry and physics Biology, chemistry and physics

How many lessons? 10 hours a fortnight 10 hours a fortnight

How many GCSE’s do you get? 3 2

How many exams do you sit? 6 6

How long are the exams? 1 hr 45 minutes 1 hr 15 minutes

What is the highest grade I can 
get?

Grade 9 Grade 9 

What are tiers? Higher – achieve up to a grade 9 Higher – achieve up to a grade 9 
Foundation – achieve up to a 
grade 5

When are tiers decided? Tiers of entry are not finalised until Easter yr 11

Can I do A-level science? Yes – the minimum is a grade 6 Yes – the minimum is a grade 6 
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Key Assessment Points throughout the year
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• May 2023- Yr 10 internal exams – 1 paper per science covering GCSE content so far 

• November 2023- Paper 1 for all sciences

• March 2024- Paper 2 for all sciences

• Teachers evaluate the best route for students at key points throughout the 2 years of study

• It is common for 1/3 of separate students to move to study combined in yr 11
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Key Resources for Study
• Tassomai

• Seneca

• BBC Bitesize

• PLCs

• CGP Revision guides – there will be an opportunity to 
buy a revision guide for a reduced price through the 
school in term 2/3

• Calculators – every science lesson!
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PLCs – Personal Learning Checklists

From key assessments, we do question level analysis to create PLCs

You can click on the QR 
codes to access exam 
questions and the mark 
schemes. 
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PLCs
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CGP Revision Resources



Tassomai

• We will be launching with yr 10 
next term 

• Revision App- free to download, 
subscription is paid for by the 
trust 

• Multiple choice quizzes –
supports with fact recall

• Key is routine, the earlier 
students engage the more 
effective it is!



Tassomai

Tassomai is most effective when used 
frequently (3-4 times a week for 10-15 
minutes). 

Students should complete their daily goal.

You can view usage and achievement by 
clicking the data tab. 

The more students engage, the lower their 
daily goal requirement, e.g 100 points → 50 
points. 



Tassomai – why is it helpful? 

• Quiz is personal to pupils and programmed to visit your areas of 
weakness

• Teachers 



Tassomai for parents - how can we help?

Once your students are up and 
running, Tassomai provides a weekly 
progress report to all parents for 
each of their children using the 
platform, sent via email.



Required Practical Work

• Practicals are not assessed 
practically.

• Assessed through the exams 

• The best way to revise 
required practicals is to watch 
the videos on youtube walking 
you through them and then to 
complete exam questions and 
mark answers
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